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Quality of Teachers 
Reading through the “A Nation at Risk Report" the issues raised regarding teachers are outstanding. According to the finding of the Commission, there was a need for substantial improvements of teachers through programs that would ensure that only academically able graduate students occupied the tutor positions. It was also revealed that there was a shortage of qualified teachers since most of them were part of the bottom quarter of high school leavers and college graduates. The then teaching curriculum majorly focused on the methodology to be applied by the tutors rather than the subjects that were to be offered to the learners (Vinovskis, 2015).
During the time of the findings, most teachers earned less than $18, 000 per year. They were forced to look for casual jobs during the summer for them to be able to meet their basic needs. Additionally, they were never allowed to take part in major decisions that were related to their professions such as the selection of textbooks and other learning materials. There was a general deficiency of teachers in the fields of foreign languages, mathematics, and science. Moreover, there were no qualified teachers who would handle cases of students who had unique talents, disability (Vinovskis, 2015).
To counter the challenges mentioned in the above findings, Congress made attempts to resolve the deficiency through the enactment of the No Child Left Behind Act that would ensure that qualified teachers serve all schools. The Commission further made efforts to pay teachers competitive salaries that were based on performance and sensitive to the market. Furthermore, a program was rolled out to ensure that the teachers who performed better were rewarded while those who were poor were improved if possible. Otherwise, they would be terminated. Today several organizations are committed to ensuring quality teachers are available for our schools such as the ABCTE, TFA, TNTP and NCTQ (Spellings, 2008).
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